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The Mount Washington Hotel

Bretton Woods, New Hampshire

by Jess Stryker

From the moment you first see the Mount Washington Hotel, you realize that this is not just another cookie-cutter chain hotel.  Located in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, the hotel sits a half mile back from State Highway 302 perched on the side of a small hill.  A winding driveway, lined with ornate white light poles, winds from the highway through a large meadow up to the hotel.  This has to be one of the most spectacular hotel approaches in the world.  We arrived shortly before dusk with the setting sun shining under a cloud-filled sky, illuminating the white walls and red roof of the hotel.  By late evening, the lightning from a summer storm was lighting up the surrounding hills and mountains.  It would be hard to imagine a more spectacular introduction to the White Mountains of New Hampshire and the Mount Washington Hotel Resort.

Unlike the grand hotels found in the national parks of the Western States, the Mount Washington was not designed to blend into the landscape.  Instead, perched on a hillside with its white walls and bright red roof, the Mount Washington is an eye-catching sight.  As a Westerner, it's hard not to compare the appearance with that of the Hotel Del Coronado in San Diego, but a closer examination shows a much different architectural style.  The Mount Washington is more like a castle, with its tall, straight walls, high towers and flags flying from the roof.

At the end of the driveway, you exit your car and climb a wide set of  wood stairs up to the 903 foot long veranda that wraps around three sides of the hotel. Once on the veranda, the rather modest front doors give your eyes a brief break from the almost over-powering exterior.  The visual respite is only brief; however, as your senses are once again delighted as you step inside of  the massive Great Hall with its high ceilings and chandeliers.
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Everything about Mount Washington Hotel is grand, and that's the way Joseph Stickney planned it from the beginning.  Mr. Stickney was a wealthy railroad tycoon, and he spared no expense in building the Mount Washington.  This hotel was not to be an ordinary resort, but an exclusive playground for the rich and famous.  Stickney brought in 250 Italian craftsmen to provide the finish details for the hotel.  When the hotel opened in 1902, Stickney set the room rates at a level that would guarantee that only the wealthiest could afford to stay at his hotel.  The hotel was a success, and a steady stream of the rich and famous summered at the hotel.  Mr. Stickney’s triumph was brief; he passed away just a year after the hotel opened.  His widow took over and operated the hotel until her death many years later.  Her ghost is said to still walk the hallways.
Today, the 200-room Mount Washington Hotel has been fully restored to its original grandeur, while being updated to meet current standards for comfort; including air-conditioning and modern bathrooms in all the rooms.  Fortunately, the hotel no longer charges four times the going rate for a room.  The hotel is now the centerpiece of the year-round Mount Washington Resort at Bretton Woods, which also includes the historic Bretton Arms Country Inn (built in 1896) and the Lodge at Bretton Woods.  Resort facilities include meeting rooms, two golf courses, tennis courts, an equestrian center, swimming pools, stream-fishing, hiking trails, and a spa/massage center.  Winter sports facilities include groomed cross-country ski trails and the full-service Bretton Woods Ski Area, New Hampshire's largest downhill ski area.  The Mount Washington Resort offers many packaged vacation options for families, as well as romantic getaways for couples.

For a free virtual tour of the Mount Washington Hotel, visit  www.historic-hotels-lodges.com.
________________________________________________________________________

Hotel Contact Information:
The Mount Washington Hotel and Resort

Route 302, Bretton Woods, New Hampshire 03575

toll-free (877) 873-0626    (603) 278-1000

http://www.mtwashington.com/
For extensive visitor information on the Mount Washington Hotel please see http://www.historic-hotels-lodges.com/new-hampshire/mount-washington-hotel/mount-washington-hotel-info.htm
This article provided by historic-hotels-lodges.com.  Permission is grated for non-exclusive use of this article provided the Historic-Hotels-Lodges.com website is mentioned in the article or immediately following it.  For online reproduction a link to http://www.historic-hotels-lodges.com/ is required.
For royalty-free photos of the Mount Washington Hotel see
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